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Communion and all that jazz

“Tera pyar pyar pyar hookah bar”, the music blared at a roce function, as | lured my 2“Vow
mummy,” exclaimed my 5-year-old and posed for a picture under the white canopy at the
entrance of the hall. It was a Communion celebration. “Everything is white, no?” he said.
Sadly only the theme was white.

One might have attended a lot of first Holy Communion celebrations in the past month
and witnessed all the jazz around them. It's almost like a wedding. The backdrops have
become so much more elaborate; the parties more wild; clothes more glamorous; the
themes carefully adapted; the food much more sumptuous (not to forget costlier!); and no
mention made about Jesus. One may notice that the table centrepieces have evolved so
sophisticatedly. Real grapes and bread are kept on the table as a reminder of our Lord’s
sacrifice. There may come a time when real blood will be kept in a chalice by the rich folk!
Hardly any importance is given to the day’s theme- our Lord’s Sacrifice.

The parents these days are more concerned about the details of the party than catering
to their child’s spiritual needs. The child is gifted with gold jewellery at times. Do we ever
present the child with his/her personal Bible? Do we explain the Sacrament of penance to
the kids, explaining to them what sins are? Are we setting precedents to children by serving
alcohol at their first Communion? Can the devil welcome the Lord? Do we explain to them
what transubstantiation is? Do we ourselves believe in transubstantiation? Do the parents
have time to tell their kids stories from the Bible-of the dutiful Ruth, the bold & beautiful
Judith, of the brave Samson, of the great friend Jonathan? Do we give importance to the
child’s attendance at Mass? So many parents treat Mass time like a picnic, bringing snacks
and chips along for the kids to munch. Kids can definitely stay for an hour without food if
they are fed before Mass itself. One may argue that the kids attend sufficient Catechism as
preparation for Communion. Yes, but can that replace parental guidance? Catechism in the
church has been reduced to just another subject to excel at, by some parents.

Personal and family prayer must be taught by the parents. It lays the foundation for the
child’s full prayer life. The children must be told of God’s love. Parents must tell children that
they love them and also that no matter what, Jesus loves them. It has been scientifically
proven that whatever the children hear repeatedly in their childhood stays with them
subconsciously forever. Hence whenever they despair, they will hold on to Jesus’ love. So
many books can be found in shops like Jerosa Co that contain illustrated stories from the
Bible. Colourful Bibles are available. For the tech savvy who present their kids with tabs
and cell phones, Bible story apps are readily available to download, with 365 stories, one
for each day to tell the kid.

First Holy Communions must be celebrated, for it is by far the most important Sacrament.
But is all that jazz really necessary? One can keep it simple and holy and achieve the true
significance of the event. The party is not important; the coming of the Lord is important- in
the child’s heart and in our homes.

Hanita Pinto, Guardian Angels’ Ward
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o Bridal Gows D A Pillows ANGEL’S ARRANGERS

£ o Ringholders « Sado/Saree Draping Proprictor: Maxim D'Costa ~ Mob No:+91-8904072447
}\ o Boutonnieres e Bridal jewellery, Tiaras

» Centerpieces » Bridemaid Accessories &0 - - _—— -
« Retum Gifis  » Flowergir Accessories V-uzw

o Bridal Bouquets  Baskels etc & much more..

1
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Mobile Hearse Coffins & Funeral arrangements
L  LORAINE'S

@ Bridal Boutiquell| Adarsh Arts ;vermenwors

Simon Lane, Capitanio, Mangalore  +« |, terior Works

i
|
]

1st Floor, Vidya Complex, Near Meera Printers, Pumpwell,
l?{gngalorg. Mobs 401 08861 74033 Moh Na:i*91 890807 2AAT »sign Bowre
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On recetving “Wedding Sutra Photography
Award 2019 International
Wedding Photography competition at Mumbai
You're the young and talented female
photographer in midst of male bastion!
You are our beloved daughter,

]

We wish you all the best.

Anil & Patcy Britto
Padil, Mangalore
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«y Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendra
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Mobile: 9448409169, 9844608169
email: janaushadinaguri@gmail.com, rivya1970@gmail.com

ANGEL'’S ARRANGERS

Proprietor: Maxim 'Costa~ NMob No:+91-8904072447

7 N |
- J

Mabile Hearse Coffins & Funeral arrangements

Ad a rS h A r'tS * Monument Works

* Modular Stone Kitchen
Simon Lane, Capitanio, Mangalore  + |nterior Works

Mob No:+91-8904072447 - sign Boards
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EXPERT EYECARE, LATEST EYEWEAR
VISION OPTICS

EYE & CONTACT LENS CLINIC
Dr. Nelly Nazareth

MBES, DOMS, DNBOPHTHAL
Eye Surgeon

shahmar Complex, Mear Ganesh Medicals, Eye Test Timings:
Kankanady, Mangaluru — 2. 1.45 pm to 2.45 pm & 5.45 pm to 7.30 pm
Ph: 0824 2433431, B0509 802495 By appointment only
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SANTHOSH ARRANGERS

KANKANADY
PH: 2437529 MOBILE : 9448457529




Grafian Mendoren
Crrafnen ||r.~?||.'-'l|.'."|'.i'i'_5,'m||r'.'.| T

!q_____' o — Muolile : 95335332700

All India Taxi Service

Mangalore Junction, Mangalore - 575 002

SAMBRAM'S

LIME LIGHT CREATION

Let us create memorable moments
for Special Occasion
R, TP NOUSY Mmoo wRg ToEEr sm
Mob : 9844333474, 9741162005,
9844238098, 9844055077

Lancy Lobo Phone : 0824-2231478 T Loved Fernandes
Propristor Mobile : 98450 80002 . COMPRICT Mol : 9235540148
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P.L. CATERERS & ARRANGERS

“Shanthi Nevas”, Baithari, Kukshekar, Mangalore - 5.
elaterng oChairs eshamiyana s Shectz e Flowers dusc oA C
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CONTACT US FOR MATRIMONIAL MATCHES.

SUPREME SOLAR

Suganihl My, Mehing Ralimll Barel, Sitavarn, Mangiloeg

* Solar * Solar Lights * Inverters
* Water Purily & Service

S.A. DENTAL CLINIC

Dr. Ajitha Furtado Lobo, B.D.S.
Solomon Complex, Guddethota
Opp. Amar Alva Bus Stop
Nagori, Mangalore - 2.

Tel.; 2435487
Maobile : 9448177938
{Time : 8.00 a.m. to 10.30 p.m.)

MAX GENERAL SERVICES

Red Bldg. Mangalore - 575 002.

We Undfertake :

Painting & Maimtenance work of Bulldings,
Houzes ate. All types of civil warks like
construclions, Garpeniry, Elecirical, Plumbing,
Welding, Fatrication, A.C. Services. Elc.
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Vimceat Padsl Mok : BEE03654 54

*‘g Rea - 0824 2275167

K

ASHIRWAD Painters

Sperialist in - Civil Costract, Elecirical, Pumbing, Tiles FitHings,
Eluminmm Weeks

We also undertake -
Interlock Paving, Rings for well
Water Divining work elc.
Mob : 7090537207
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CATERING + CHAIRS « SHAMIYANA
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Hubert Lasrado - 9880880501
S tu diO ’ Ph: 9591719721, 9902859948
.y  FLOWERS FOR
HARISH VARIOUS OCCASIONS
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DIGITAL PHOTO STUDIO & VIDEO samiols A0f daea, Do IF, shoriact-575002
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Shetty Compound, Garodi, Nagori, Mangaluru o Civer o MU' BER3IST BT RIS Dy
Call: 98457 47843, 0824-4253795 Sdors® HEFE OnT, MOXF @D wf hesE.

Alexander Chicken Centre
Nagori, Mangalore - 575002
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Meera Prmtets

Professionals in Wedding Cards

Capitanio School Road,
Pumpwell, Mangalore
Call : 0824-4285497 / 9945959548
\& e-mail : meeraprinters @yahoo.com
website : meeraprinters.com

Suraj D'Silva Santhosh Sequeira Ph: 2437529
Cell : 9880748685

9731389187 SANTHOSH Arrangers
HA {LMAKY Kankanady

[ Marble & Granites Engraving ]
G. SOUND & DJ FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Mobile Hearse Coffins & Monument works
Hail Mary Complex, Guddethota, Kankanady P.0. Nagori, Mangalore - 2
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Prop: Pius D’Souza
Tel: 0824-2434646 Mob: 9901189673

“Yesu Kripalaya® Near Costa Hotel, Kankanady, Mangalore-2
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Vb 00483 69801, Saa086 0p41 ||Ph: 2439827 (R) 2431037 (0) Mob: 984533 1112
REFRIGERATION SERVICES|| DENNUS’ ARRANGERS
Contact us for Repairs of Refrigerators, ARRANGEMENT FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Air Conditioners, Refrigerator Spray Paints o RUCRT 0 WRo e R0 RO MY
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Roshan Sequeira 9Rb 55y LR CRN, dRatk, oddas, oD -2
Mob: 99451 85250 Ph: 2435642 Mob: 98451 07103
Roshan Villa, Guddethota, Angelore, Mangalore-2 Ph: 2436059 (0) || (eaaieice el CRBEeEIE S RS ECRes oo
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